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resenter Information

 



Sharon Anderson was born and raised in Logan, Utah. After working at Weber Mental Health in the Drug 
and Alcohol unit for several years, she married.  While Ms. Anderson was raising her two children, she 
stayed home and learned to design and sell log homes for over 15 years. She then took at job working with 
the elderly at St. Mark’s Gardens for two years.  During that time, she joined the Board of Directors at, what 
is now, the Family Connection Center.  In 1995, she became the Executive Director. The Center has 
increased from one building in Clearfield to three locations.  There is a crisis/respite nursery in both 
Clearfield and Bountiful, the largest food bank in the county in Layton, outreach/education programs in 
Clearfield and Bountiful, a therapy department, a transitional housing program, and many more programs 
making up a safety net for families in Davis County. Ms. Anderson has a Bachelor degree in Sociology from 
the University of Utah and a Masters Degree in Educational Psychology from Utah State University. 

Quincey Atkin, PhD is the CTTN project coordinator at Primary Children’s Center for Safe and Healthy 
Families and licensed psychologist in Utah. Dr. Atkin has prior experience in working with adolescents with 
a variety of mood, anxiety, behavior, and substance abuse problems in residential/outpatient settings, as well 
as with victims of abuse.  She is trained in AF-CBT, and is receiving advanced clinical training in TF-CBT 
and PCIT, particularly with cultural adaptations for Native American populations. She is a member of the 
Training Core, led the formation the American Indian Working Group for the NCTSN, and is a member of 
the Cultural Competence Consortium for NCCTS. Dr. Atkin lived on a reservation and is a registered 
member of the Blood Tribe.  

Larry Beall, PhD has been a Psychologist for 18 years and has been clinical director of Trauma Awareness 
& Treatment Center (TATC) for 10 years.  TATC has published treatment protocols and materials to assist 
practitioners in the treatment of trauma and to inform the community of trauma issues. Dr. Beall is a Member 
of the International Association of Traumatic Stress and Dissociation and serves as a State of Utah Critical 
Incident Stress Debriefing Team Member.  He provides psychological assessment for the courts pertaining to 
trauma issues.  Dr. Beall received his PhD from Brigham Young University. 

Michelle Benward is Vice President of New Frontiers for Families and the Grant Coordinator for Southwest 
Mental Health. She served as the Primary Counselor at the Turnabout Ranch, Inc., an adolescent treatment 
facility. Michelle is most interested in work with youth with complex needs and believes that family 
involvement in development of service provision for youth is essential. Michelle received her Bachelor and 
Master Degree in Psychology from the University of Utah.  

Kevin Campbell is EMQ Children and Family Services Vice President of Strategic Planning and Service 
Innovation.  He has served children, families and older adults as a human service administrator and director 
for the past 20 years.  Most recently Kevin has been a director with Catholic Community Services of 
Western Washington State, the creators of the original Homebuilders model, the nationally recognized FAST 
Teams and Family Finding practice. He is a Technical Assistance provider for the National Resource Center 
for Family Centered Practice and Permanency Planning at the Hunter College of Social Work in New York, 
New York, a program of the Children's Bureau ACF/DHHS.  The NRC provides assistance to states, 
territories and tribes to improve child welfare practices.  Kevin is also a Technical Assistance provider for 
the California Permanency for Youth Project working with four counties in California to strengthen 
permanency-planning practice for young people.  He has administered small family based residential homes, 
treatment foster care networks, Wraparound services and FAST Teams across Washington State.  Kevin is a 
widely known lecturer for Child Welfare Agencies, Children's Mental Health Organizations, Universities and 
National Conferences.   

Laurel Carter has worked with individuals in families experiencing Domestic Violence for 10 years, 
including abusive partners, non-offending partners and children. She currently serves as Director of Family 
Institute and has served as clinical and research director of the DV treatment program for Family Institute.  
Served as committee chair for Utah Child Witness of DV treatment committee.  Ms. Carter has a BS in 
Psychology and MS in Marriage and Family Therapy.  She loves working with clients and seeing them 
change their lives. 
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Kathie Castle currently works with the Ogden Christmas Box House, where she provides therapeutic 
services for children and their families, and foster families – aiding in the transition process when the child is 
moved from the shelter back home or to a placement with kin or a foster family.  She assists children 



experiencing grief, trauma and loss. She has worked as a counselor for the Utah Division of Youth 
Corrections, as a caseworker and a supervisor for the Utah Division of Child and Family Services and as a 
mental health therapist at Weber Human Services. Ms. Castle has a Bachelors Degree in Sociology from 
Utah State University and a Masters Degree in Social Work from the University of Utah.  

Pamela Clark has been the Executive Director of the Family Support Center in Ogden since 1996. In 1999, 
the center was honored with the Jane Addams Award from the National Association of Social Workers, Utah 
Chapter, for its ability to bring about social change. Pam grew up in Southern California where she became a 
licensed Marriage, Family, Child Counselor. She maintained a private practice and specialized in mood, 
eating and personality disorders, couples’ counseling and women’s and children's issues.   

Misty Codrey is the program supervisor for the Oklahoma Independent Living Contract. She provides 
supervision to the six area independent living specialists for the state of Oklahoma. Misty provides training, 
implementation and coordination of independent living events and conferences, with an emphasis on 
providing technical assistance to adolescents, department workers and contract service providers in the area 
of independent living and youth development. In addition, Misty facilitates training and technical assistance 
to youth serving agencies nationwide in the areas of strategic planning, youth development, and the 
implementation of the Chafee Foster Care Independence Program. Misty received her bachelor of arts degree 
from Oklahoma State University in sociology and her master's in criminal justice administration and 
management at the University of Central Oklahoma. 

Maria Dixon works for the Utah Department of Health, with the Healthy Utah program.  She presents 
Wellness Seminars, particularly in the areas of stress management and communication. She assists agencies 
in establishing Wellness Councils and supports their ongoing efforts. Ms. Dixon is the moderator for Healthy 
Utah’s WorkWell listserv. She has a Bachelor’s Degree in Health Education from Brigham Young 
University, is a Certified Health Education Specialist (CHES), and a member of the Health Education 
Association of Utah.  

Angela Fanjul provides social services at Centro De La Familia De Utah for Latinos and is fluent in 
Spanish.  She provides therapy for individuals, families and groups. She is a firm advocate for bilingual and 
cross-cultural work, she is a member of the Centro De La Familia Cultural Competency training team and 
works a great deal with the community to learn as well as teach how to provide effective services to Latino 
families. Ms. Fanjul has worked as a victim advocate and has a strong working relationship with victim 
service workers.  She is also part of the UCASA training team and has done training for victim advocates as 
well.  She is a therapist at Holy Cross Ministries and teaches social work and ethnic studies courses at the 
Salt Lake Community College. Ms. Fanjul earned a Bachelors of Arts in Social Work at Weber State 
University wth an emphasis in Latin American Studies.  She earned a master of social work at the University 
of Utah.   

Kevin Fenstermacher, PhD received his graduate education at the University of Utah.  He was awarded his 
doctoral degree in 2001 from the Department of Educational Psychology.  Kevin is a licensed psychologist 
and a member of the American Psychological Association and Utah Psychological Association.  His 
professional experience includes psychological assessment, child mental health, therapeutic interventions for 
parent-child relationships, and attachment. 

Chandra Fenwick worked for an early childhood home visitation program until recently going to work at 
NAMI. Chandra has a loved one who lives with mental illness and found NAMI through their Family-To-
Family education classes.  She volunteered as a teacher and teacher-trainer and is now working as the 
Family-To-Family Director and the Hope for Tomorrow Director.  Facilitating the education and 
understanding of mental illness is her passion.  Ms. Fenwick received a Bachelors of Science in Marriage, 
Family, and Human Development at BYU and is currently completing a Masters Degree in Counseling.   
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Judge Richard FitzGerald is a Senior Judge of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.  Since assuming the bench 
in 1975, he has served as a District Judge and Special Circuit Judge. Assigned to the Family Court Project in 
1991, from 1995 to 2000 he served as Chief Judge of the project.  A noted lecturer on family preservation, 
child abuse and neglect, and other child welfare and safety issues, Judge FitzGerald has served as adjunct 
faculty for the University of Louisville School of Law and for the National Council of Juvenile and Family 



Court Judges. He has been a visiting Professor at Loyola Law School Child Law Center. Judge FitzGerald is 
the recipient of numerous awards including: Judge of the Year Award from the National CASA Association 
and the Louisville Bar Association, the National Council of Juvenile and Family Courts Judges Award for 
Meritorious Service to the Juvenile Court System, the Dr. Martin L. King Jr. Award from the Justice 
Resource Center, the “Equality Award” by the Urban League and the “Chief Justice’s Award for 
Outstanding Service to the Courts of Kentucky”. Upon his retirement he received the Governors 
“Distinguished Citizen Award”.  In 2003 he was awarded a Doctor of Laws (honoris causa) from Bellarmine 
University.  

William Fowlke, Director of Adult Probation and Parole, is a graduate from the FBI National Academy and 
has earned a Masters degree in Public Administration.  He has served the State of Utah, Department of 
Corrections for over 22 years in key leadership roles such as Chief of Enforcement and Criminal 
Investigation, Deputy Warden, Director of Staff Training for Prisons and, most recently, as Director of Adult 
Probation and Parole.  He has taught as an adjunct faculty member at the college level in business 
communications and professional ethics. 

Steven Franks currently serves as the Associate Director of the National Center on Shaken Baby Syndrome. 
He is passionate about teaching new fathers how to become involved in their infant’s lives.  He is the creator 
of the Dads 101 program, which has been successful nationwide in hospitals, military bases, schools, prisons 
and community groups.  He also designs, develops and trains on a variety of curricula on the prevention of 
child abuse. Steven is married and is the proud father of three children. Steven has a degree in Family 
Human Development. 

Lori D. Frasier, MD is currently an Associate Professor of Pediatrics at the University of Utah School of 
Medicine, and Medical Director of the Medical Assessment Team at the Center for Safe and Healthy 
Families at Primary Children’s Medical Center. Dr. Frasier has served on many local and national 
committees and is currently the Chair of the Executive Committee for the Section on Child Abuse and 
Neglect of the American Academy of Pediatrics and Co Chair of the SL County Children’s Justice Center 
Advisory Board and on the State CJC Advisory Board.  She has published many articles and chapters on the 
subject of child abuse. She completed a pediatric residency and child abuse fellowship at the University of 
Washington.  She has been on the faculty of the Universities of Iowa and Missouri-Columbia Schools of 
Medicine and directed the Child Protection Team at the University of Missouri. Dr. Frasier received her BS 
and MD degrees from the University of Utah School of Medicine.  

Douglas Goldsmith, PhD is the Executive Director of The Children’s Center in Salt Lake City. Since 
receiving his PhD in 1988,  he has worked exclusively with emotionally and behaviorally disturbed 
preschoolers at The Children’s Center in Salt Lake City.  He is an expert in the area of attachment and has 
recently published articles in the Infant Mental Health Journal and the Juvenile and Family Court Journal on 
the application of attachment to clinical practice.  Dr. Goldsmith and his colleague, Dr. David Oppenheim at 
the University of Haifa, are presently co-editing a book on the clinical application of attachment theory 
which will be published in early 2007. He has lectured widely across the state on various aspects of 
attachment as well as understanding the use of attachment theory and clinical concepts in making decisions 
about permanent placement decisions.  

Elsebeth Green is the Western Region Trainer for the Utah Foster Care Foundation. She has 10 years 
experience in working with families and children. She has been a DCFS Family Preservation caseworker and 
supervisor, a therapist and play therapist. Elsebeth is the founder, CEO and Therapist, Play therapist of the 
Green House Center for Growth and Learning. She received her Bachelor Degree in Psychology and Master 
of Social Work Degree from Brigham Young University.  

Karen Hansen, MD 
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Marsha Hardman-Lundell, LCSW has been with the Center for Safe and Healthy Families for 14 years. 
She developed the Parent Program with other team members. She served as Project Coordinator and clinical 
supervisor for the Wendover Outreach Program. The goals of the program were to develop resiliency in 
young people to deal effectively with living in high-risk environments such as:  family violence, 
discrimination, poor academic performance, teen pregnancy, behavior problems, and truancy. Ms. Hardman-



Lundell serves on a Child Trauma Treatment Network (CTTN) Team and has received training and gained 
expertise in Abuse Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (AF-CBT) and Trauma Focused Cognitive 
Behavioral Therapy (TF-CBT). 

Les Harris is a trainer with the Utah Foster Care Foundation. Before joining the foundation, Les provided 
training services for the Division of Child and Family Services in the Eastern Region where he trained, and 
subsequently consulted with, foster parents and caseworkers alike on the use of the Behavior Replacement 
Model to help them manage some of Utah’s most difficult children. In addition, Les provided CORE and 
Practice Model training in Utah and Nevada. Les received a bachelor’s degree in Social Science at Boise 
State University. He received a Master of Social Science degree from Utah State University and a Master of 
Social Work from the University of Utah. Les is a Certified Public Manager.  

Emily Hutchinson is a Senior Staff Associate with Action for Child Protection and the National Resource 
Center for Child Protective Services. She is the past Director of the Centers for Specialized Child and Family 
Services of Seven Counties Services, a private, non-profit mental health agency in Louisville, Kentucky.  
She has 34 years of experience in Child Protective Services and high risk Child and Family Mental Health 
programs, having been an Investigative and On-going Worker, Supervisor and Manager in CPS and having 
developed and implemented multiple innovative and non traditional mental health services to address all 
forms of child maltreatment, domestic violence, substance abuse and acute and chronic child and family 
situations.  Additionally, she helped to develop the Level of Risk Scale, a CPS risk assessment tool.  She 
received her MSSW from The Kent School of Social Work at The University of Louisville. 

Tracy Johnson is the President of New Frontiers for Families, a non-profit family organization committed 
to offer practical supports and resources for parents, children and individuals who have complex needs. She 
attended Southern Utah University and is a State Certified Case Manager and Wraparound Facilitator. Tracy 
has presented at many National and Local Conferences. She developed a community based after school and 
home visiting program, building a natural and informal support structure that still continues today. Tracy has 
been an advocate with Children with special health care needs, a volunteer for the Utah Parent Center, the 
Down Syndrome Foundation and NAMI Utah. She has been the local family council chair for 6 years.   

Janice Jones-Schroeder is an enrolled member of the Lumbee Nation. She earned her B.S. and M.ED. from 
the State University of New York at Buffalo (SUNY). She also holds a Masters in Education Administration 
from the University of Alaska. Ms. Schroeder has been a high school teacher, Adjunct Instructor at various 
Community Colleges and Universities. Janice left the classroom but not education. She has been in 
administrative positions most of her three decade career. These positions have taken her from NY, to 
Oklahoma, to Arizona, to Alaska, and currently Utah. Janice has served on local, state, and national 
organizational boards that promote equal access for all individuals to quality/excellence in education, 
employment, healthcare, and a better way of life in general. One of her most noted national positions was 
serving on the National Bilingual Educational Association (NABE) Board, where she held various positions, 
including that of President.  Locally, Janice served on the Coalition of Minorities Advisory Committee. She 
chaired the committee for two terms. Ms. Schroeder has been relentless to increasing the sensitivity to and 
for the less fortunate, diverse population, language issues, equal employment/educational opportunities 
facing women and minorities. Janice is currently serving as Region 8 Director on the National Association of 
Multi cultural Education (NAME) Board. Janice is a mother, grandmother, aunt, educator, coach, mentor, 
advocate, and friend. 

Carol Mahan Kahn, LCSW is currently the NICU Social Worker at LDS Hospital. She served as NICU 
Social Worker at Riley Hospital for Children (Indiana University Medical Center) and Rainbow Babies and 
Children's Hospital (Case Western University, Cleveland, Ohio). She has worked in private mental health 
practice, and in hospice. Ms. Kahn is the recipient of National Award for Clinical Excellence from the 
National Association of Perinatal Social Workers. She has worked extensively (including research and 
articles published) in the areas of grief and loss, emotional responses to the birth of a critically ill newborn, 
and maternal substance abuse. She received her Masters in Social Work from Indiana University. 
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Fotu Katoa is the Director of the Office of Pacific Islander Affairs. 



Pippa Keene has been working with the Utah Humanities Council and Motheread/Fatheread for 7 years.  As 
program director she is responsible for all training, outreach, support, implementation, data collection and 
evaluation concerning the M/F program.  Pippa received her BA in English Literature from the University of 
Utah and is a certified M/F instructor.  She has taught M/F classes with diverse audiences including ESOL 
students, pregnant teens and parents of children not performing on grade level.  She worked for the Salt Lake 
City School District for 3 years as a literacy specialist performing home visits to families with low literacy 
and parenting skills.  

Melissa Larsen, CSW currently works on social welfare policy issues that have allowed her to energize and 
engage the LGBTQ community and its members towards full equality.  She is a member of the NASW, the 
Manchester Who’s Who, the Governors Transition to Adult Living Task Force, Child Welfare League of 
America/Lambda Legal Joint Initiative to Support LGBTQ Youth and Adults National Advisory Network, 
and the city’s LGBT Public Safety Committee. She is a member of the Board of Directors for the Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Community Center of Utah, heading up their Mental Health Task Force and 
the author of Because We Chose To Love You, a children’s book for all families, that was written with 
diversity in mind. She has worked in a clinical setting with women who are victims of domestic violence and 
doing play therapy with abused and neglected children. Ms. Larsen received a master’s degree in social work 
from the University of Utah.  

Lee Liston, SSW is currently responsible for the Olympus Mental Health and Timpanogos Women’s 
facilities. Lee has worked for the Utah Department of Corrections since 1978 holding positions including:  
Officer, Case Manager, Lieutenant, Captain (both custody and clinical), Deputy Warden Programming and 
Deputy Warden Housing. Lee has a Bachelors degree in Psychology from Southern Utah State College. 

Elissa McConkie began work with the International Rescue Committee in 1999 as a Job Developer working 
to find employment for refugees.  Shortly thereafter became Program Specialist for refugee resettlement and 
employment programs as well as immigration programs.  Prior to working with refugees, she worked with 
McLane County, Illinois Chamber of Commerce in welfare-to-work programs. Ms. McConkie has a 
Bachelor Degree in Social Work.   

Matthew Morris is currently the shelter director at the Ogden Christmas Box House. He works with 
Community Partners and DCFS to improve the quality of shelter care for children in the Northern Region. 
For the past eight years, Matthew Morris has supervised the Shelters, Independent Living Program dorm for 
girls, and the Youth Service Center.  Previously, Matthew has served as the Juvenile court liaison, as a foster 
care caseworker, and at the Youth Service Center, Matthew Morris received his Bachelors Degree from 
Weber State University in 1991 where he studied Psychology, Sociology, and Communication.  

Norman Nakamura is the Utah State Coordinator for Refugee Resettlement at the Utah Department of 
Workforce Services (DWS). He coordinates Utah’s U.S. Repatriation Program, and is the DWS liaison with 
the Utah district office of the Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services.  Nationally, he serves as 
Vice-President of the State Coordinators Of Refugee Resettlement and is locally involved with the Adult 
Education Advisory Committee to the Utah State Board of Education, several refugee projects including the 
Utah Adult Education English as a Second Language-Civics curriculum development and implementation 
project, Utah State Office of Education’s Refugee School Impact Grant, and Salt Lake City’s Refugee Youth 
and Family Consortium project.  Norman is also a founding member of the Cultural Integration Advisory 
Council and a member of the Cultural Competency Consortium. Norman has a Bachelors Degree in 
Psychology from the California State University Los Angeles.   

Joy O’Bannion is the Director of the Family Support and Treatment Center in Orem, Utah. 
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Amy Oxman, LCSW has been with Primary Children’s Center for Safe and Healthy Families since 1996.  
Her experience has included working in a small mental health center in Pinedale, Wyoming, as a substance 
abuse counselor, Prevention Coordinator, and Program Director. She has worked in the substance abuse field 
since 1983, providing services in both residential and outpatient settings. Since being employed with Safe 
and Healthy Families, she has designed and implemented the Equine Assisted Mental Health Therapy 
Program, and provides services for the Magna Outreach Program. She serves as a Child Trauma Treatment 
Team Consultant, and has received training and gained expertise in Abuse Focused Cognitive Behavioral 



Therapy (AF-CBT) and Trauma Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (TF-CBT). She received her Masters 
degree in Social Work from the University of Utah. 

Myra Phillips, PhD has worked as a Disaster Volunteer for the American Red Cross for 20 years and has 
taught emergency preparedness for 15 years. Dr. Phillips graduated from Riverside Indian School in 
Anadarko, Oklahoma and received a PhD in Psychology from Oklahoma University.  

Jerry Pope currently supervises the programming office for the Draper site. He has been with the 
Department of Corrections since 1985 serving on the Special Operations Team as a K-9 Officer; supervising 
Maximum Security inmates including Death Row and Special Intensive management, female inmates and 
the mentally ill.  He is a member of the Utah Correctional Association, and member and past president of the 
Utah State Prison Employees Association. 

Craig L. PoVey is the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Prevention Program Manager for the State of 
Utah. He has worked in the adolescent treatment and prevention field since 1990. Prior to working at the 
state level, Craig was the prevention grant coordinator for Weber Human Services in Ogden, Utah.   He also 
is President of PoVey Consulting, LLC, a corporation that provides education, support, and direction to 
families and communities working to prevent substance abuse and other problems.  

Eileen Quintana (Navajo name:  Little Warrior) was born February 27, 1958, in Bluff, Utah. Eileen Tinhorn 
Quintana is an enrolled member of the Navajo tribe. She is born into the Nearwater Clan, born for the 
Edgewater Clan.  Her maternal grandparents are from the Leaf Clan, and her paternal grandparents are of 
The Towering House Clan. Early years were spent attending Boarding School in Dennehotso, Arizona, 
herding sheep with her siblings near Monument Valley.  There she gained an appreciation for Navajo land, 
Navajo people and Navajo living. Later she attended public schools throughout the central Arizona region. 
She lived with three different families while on the L.D.S. Placement Program. After graduating from High 
School, she studied at Brigham Young University. In 1979 she married, and currently resides in Spanish 
Fork, Utah with her husband Richard, mother Nellie Tinhorn, her five children, and two grandchildren. She 
is actively involved with the Native American community. Coming from a traditional Navajo background, 
one of the greatest blessings in life has been being taught the old ways by her mother. She has a particular 
interest in native songs, dances, and crafts.  She feels strongly about the preservation of these arts, “I left the 
reservation not able to speak a word of English; it was my traditional beliefs that have brought me full circle.  
I’ve done a lot, I’ve seen a lot and yet I go back to where I feel the most at home. I fear the loss of our 
language, our culture throughout Native country. Our songs, our dances and crafts are our link to language 
and culture.”  Because of these beliefs she spends much of her time teaching songs, dances and crafts to 
young Native people. Eileen has formed a Performing arts group for the Nebo School District. The group 
(consisting of pre school to high school students) performed at various venues during the 2002 Olympic 
Winter Games, the Netherlands, the Op’Rokadise Folk Festival, Alaska and the Yukon. Eileen is self-taught 
singer.  She has collected music for many years and began singing Navajo songs as a young child.   

Dale Schipaanboord is responsible for all Department of Corrections Programs, including Education, 
Substance Abuse, Sex Offender Treatment, Division of Institutional Operations and Adult Probation and 
Parole. He has a Bachelors degree in Behavioral Science from Westminster College and a Masters Degree in 
Social Work from the University of Utah. 

Anne Schmidt has worked for the Christmas Box House for just over 3 years.  Currently she licenses 
resource homes who take children into their own home that would normally have to stay at the Christmas 
Box House.  Anne has a Master’s Degree in Family and Human Development from Utah State University 
and a social service worker license.  Anne became a certified Motheread/Fatheread instructor in the spring 
and is looking forward to implementing this program at the Christmas Box House and the Division of Youth 
Services.  
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Marty Shannon, LCSW works for Utah’s Division of Child and Family Services as the Adoption Program 
Manager.  She has been working actively in the arena of child welfare since 1983.  Prior to working for state 
government, she worked in two private non-profit child welfare agencies, first as a therapist with birth 
families, foster families, and adoptive families and then as a director.  She has been involved with many 



boards and advisory boards, and presented at many conferences over the years.  The adoption of children 
with special needs is a personal passion of Ms. Shannon, as she is herself an adoptive parent. 

Lina Smith has worked closely with refugees for more than fifteen years. She serves as the Director for the 
Utah Refugee Employment and Community Center at the Asian Association of Utah. Lina oversees a 
Tobacco Education and Prevention Program and a TANF Career Program which are also under the Refugee 
Center. She assists in the coordination of the HOPE (Healing Opportunity Project for Empowerment) 
Program which is a program for torture survivors. Lina is an advocate for refugees, addresses concerns and 
helps eliminate obstacles refugees face in establishing a new life in America. For over 6 years, Lina served 
as the Administrative Director for the Refugee Resettlement and Immigration Programs at Catholic 
Community Services. She serves as a member of the State Refugee Service Providers Network and the 
Cultural Integration Advisory Council. Lina has Bachelors degrees in Psychology and Sociology and a 
Certificate in Criminology from the University of Utah. 

Lani Taholo co-owns and is the Clinical Director of Child and Family Empowerment Services, LLC. The 
agency now has a state contract to provide clinical services for children in care. After spending time on the 
islands of Tonga and traveling to Hong Kong, Lani served an 18-month mission in Peru. She later returned to 
Utah where she was employed as a foster care worker, in-home worker, family preservation worker and 
regional mentoring assistant in the Salt Lake Valley Region. In the mentoring role, Lani assisted child 
welfare professionals in understanding and implementing the Family Conferencing Model and Child and 
Family Team Meetings.  Lani has worked as a therapist for a local church agency and as a program 
developer and co-facilitator of the Mana (Hawaiian for "power from within") program, which is designed for 
Polynesian children and their families involved in youth corrections or probation services. Lani has presented 
at numerous conferences throughout the world. Lani earned her Bachelor of Science in Social Work from 
Brigham Young University and her Master of Social Work degree from the University of Utah. 

Ceceilia Tso (Navajo) is Research Analyst at the University of Utah working with Raindancer Youth 
Services on a CSAT Adolescent Treatment Grant to reduce substance abuse in American Indian youth. Her 
background is in the Marketing, PR, Graphic Design and Print. She is currently a trainer of trainers for the 
American Indian Strengthening Families Program for tribes that are implementing AI/SFP. 

Elaine R. Williams, MA is the TAG Team Coordinator for Brigham City, Utah, and has led her community 
coalition (TAG Team) since 2003. She makes monthly presentations throughout her community to spread the 
word on community mobilization for positive youth development. She has tested effective programs, 
preventing problems before they occur. Ms. Williams has an Associates Degree in Business Management 
and Marketing and a Bachelors and Masters degree in Recreation Management from Brigham Young 
University.  

Niki Wolfe, SSW is the Program Manager of Constituent Services for the Division of Child and Family 
Services. Niki has been with Child and Family Services for eight years and worked with Juvenile Justice 
Services for two years prior to that. She worked for two years with the Department of Economic Security in 
the State of Arizona as the activities coordinator for the Women’s Prison, and as an internal affairs 
investigator. Niki has over ten years additional experience in customer service and satisfaction. Niki is 
married with 2 children and has resided in Utah since 1994. She received her bachelor’s degree in Criminal 
Justice from Grand Canyon University. 

Mick Woolsey has worked in the Child Welfare realm for 27 years. Her previous experience includes 
Director of Crisis Intervention at Olympus View Hospital, Director of Client Services at Canyon Creek 
Women's Crisis Center, Private Practice, Adjunct Professor at SLCC, DCFS Trainer, and currently Director 
of Training for the Utah Foster Care Foundation. She has specialized in children & families, severe special 
needs in children, adoption, family dynamics and attachment and brain studies. She sits on several 
committees writing curriculum. Mick is the mother of five biological children, one adopted son and two 
gorgeous grandchildren. 
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Brian Young is Regional Training Manager for the Utah Foster Care Foundation. He has 15 years 
experience working for the Division of Youth Corrections and Child and Family Services. He is a Certified 
Color Code Instructor. Brian received a Bachelor of Science in Psychology from Weber State University. 
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